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What Is the Natural Trap Cave?

The Natural Trap cave
essentially is one giant
animal trap, where you can
only see the trap until you
are going to be in it.
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Map Symbols

Calcite flowstone
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A South Wall B Reference Section l C Saddie Area D West Wal I

Upper Cobbly
Woro o Upper Red W
Blocky Brown
* + + Hiatus
WG 5 1496 5 gl Grey Silt " s
S T —— Bed boundary
: X
i Primary Beds S (il 54 Cobbly Grey XX Stratum boundary
WS HEB 3 1 —
N - — —— % = 1970-80's o excavations
=
— F
“s0 T —— 4 14540 Mottied Silt
unexcavated ___|Rainbow Beds g &
= 3 Upper Pebbly
= ot s Grey
> ) Pebbly Brown |
" /Maroon Blocks
[M Lower Pebbly
0 S ¥ T s Grey
l {\’%J Vertebrate Fossis é\& 1| Biocky peds =
o oo B
[)‘456]' Breakdown (>25 cm) M ” | Charcoal 493 Lower Ashes
(>2oom Ho
by J vl W

= |

L I =
= S{J ] Breakdown (<25 em) |« . Massrve bedaing
=) z %
%
-——

;,:' - 'F'W

EDATRS

Velcarse ash




paleokarst Infil
on ceiling




Unpublished
1976 |1977 | 1976 | 1977 |1978 | 1984 | 1993 |2009 This Paper
sac| 5o ua | ua | wiG [em |wm | ow
= —|[Modeled
";‘;' Upper Cobbly g % age
4 o 1 4 — Sal 9646
........ ~~ e~ 10,472
....... _ Blocky Brown 7 '\\- 17.183
TV s | 2 5 . Grey Silt g | 18,004
' / > [ 2338
Vi XX 6 6
VIl At Cobbly Grey §
+| 5 b
o k] (RS R ] 2| —1 25303
-5 * Mottled Silt
f cacll| 4 4 § . 27.435
31 4 L6 e 3 Upper Pebbly Grey 2 | 31430
] 7 g | e PebblyBrown | £ |
5 — | Maroon Blocks e [ 51833
T M 132,013
Lower Pebbly Grey §
©
........ \Q—’ - 138.298
o) y o Lower Ashes 5
paos ’ B 152,597

No stratigraphic nomenclature provided = =




yricm 250 | 325 | 5 | 110 150 180 200 |
go | Ypper Beds [T &8 | Cobbly Grey | Mottled St | UPG | PB | Maroon Blocks |
n=28 BE n=1 n=48 n=2 n=0 n=10 n=0
50 n=3 n=1 n=§ n=1 n=Q n=7 n=Q
&5
m 40
.
5 P ——— Al radiocarbon
N— ~ ages included
20 '7///— — Depthecontroled
hiatus radhocarbon ages
10 - ]
i 0 "
- = EE 2 = Ee B 2 B8
20- Depth () |

Mumber of radiocarbon ages

15 20 25 30 35
Median calibrated age BP (ka)




eoenvironment

Shift from a warm steppe to a full
glacial steppe-tundra during the
Sangamon interglacial (130-115ka)
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Fossils found

Natural Trap Cave is a “Trap” for many
fossils. Some of these found include:
American Lion

Cheetah

Pronghorn antelopes

Bighorn Sheep

Mammoth

Short faced bear

Many horse species
Microfauna of vast diversity
And many more
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https://ucmp.berkeley.edu/2017/11/a-pleistocene-pit-stop-the-barnosky-lab-excavates-natural-trap-cave-wyoming/
https://researchfeatures.com/extinct-giants-understanding-climate-change/

Why it's important

The site itself is a very important site because it gives us information
about many dlfferent types of animals that were trapped down there
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