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What Is the Natural Trap Cave?

The Natural Trap cave 
essentially is one giant 
animal trap, where you can 
only see the trap until you 
are going to be in it.







Location of the Cave





Geological Age









Paleoenvironment

Shift from a warm steppe to a full 
glacial steppe-tundra during the 
Sangamon interglacial (130-115ka)

Followed by steppe vegetation with 
scattered stands of coniferous forest 
during the late Wisconsinan (75-11ka)

(Meachen et al., 2022)



Fossils found

Natural Trap Cave is a “Trap” for many 
fossils. Some of these found include:
❖ American Lion
❖ Cheetah
❖ Pronghorn antelopes
❖ Bighorn Sheep
❖ Mammoth
❖ Short faced bear
❖ Many horse species
❖ Microfauna of vast diversity
❖ And many more

University of California Museum of Paleontology, 2017
Research Features, 2020

Bison

Beringian 
wolf

https://ucmp.berkeley.edu/2017/11/a-pleistocene-pit-stop-the-barnosky-lab-excavates-natural-trap-cave-wyoming/
https://researchfeatures.com/extinct-giants-understanding-climate-change/


Why it's important

The site itself is a very important site because it gives us information 
about many different types of animals that were trapped down there 
and their bones. 
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